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                                                                 Clee Hill Big Butterfly Survey 2014 
 
Introduction  
 
The Clee Hill area had been long recognised by Butterfly Conservation as being important for its butterflies and 
moths.  Regionally important and nationally declining species like Small Pearl-bordered and Dark Green 
Fritillary were known to occur but their current status outside well visited areas like Cramer Gutter  was largely 
unknown.  West Midlands Butterfly Conservation had few active recorders in the Clee Hill area and welcomed 
the opportunity to work with the newly established Community Wildlife Group to instigate a new and 
widescale butterfly survey .   The aim of the Clee Hill Big Butterfly Survey therefore was: 
 

 To increase public awareness and interest in the importance of Clee Hill for its butterflies 

 To recruit and train volunteer recorders drawn from the local community 

 To encourage wider recording of identified key species during the summer months 

 To identify specific areas where key butterfly species occur and determine population strength 

 To take appropriate conservation action to protect important populations as and when required 
 
Because of the poor summer weather, 2012 was an extremely difficult year for butterfly recording but 
nevertheless some good progress was made and many new records were gathered including new sites for 
some of the more local and declining species.  Weather in 2013 was generally better after a slow start and the 
group  continued  to accumulate interesting records as well as running a series of public events.  A number of 
species were recorded that had not been seen the previous year including Marbled White, Silver-washed 
Fritillary and Holly Blue.  At the end of the season some key recommendations were made which formed the 
basis of plans for 2014: 
 

 The Big Butterfly survey should run again in 2014 focusing on the same five key species but paying 
particular attention to Wall Brown and Dark Green Fritillary. 

 We would start a new survey of moths on Clee Hill through the purchase of a moth trap and by 
providing training in its use. 

 A series of recording days and group activities would again be arranged over the summer open to all. 

 We would produce a series of distribution maps showing where key butterfly species occurred. 
 
2014 Survey: 
 
Butterflies: 
 
The plan for 2014 was to build on the progress made over the two previous years, hopefully in rather better 
weather conditions.  The initial results had demonstrated that the Clee Hill area remained an extremely 
important stronghold for butterflies and that there was much more to be discovered regarding the occurrence 
and distribution of the rarer species found.  Further recording was still needed to ensure that we obtain all the 
information needed to develop a conservation strategy for Clee Hill to ensure that important butterfly 
populations are maintained and enhanced.   Group members were asked to concentrate their recording efforts 
on the same squares as the previous year but to also try to fill in gaps where species had occurred in the past 
but where we had no recent records.   A series of distribution maps were prepared for three of the key species 
found on Clee Hill. 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
The red squares indicate where the species has been recorded during the first two years of the Clee Hill 
Butterfly Survey and the blue squares where the butterfly has been historically recorded but not in 2012 or 
2013.  The distribution maps give a clear indication of the success of the butterfly recording project but also 
show where recording effort needs to be focused for the future.  As in previous years, recording forms were 
distributed to recorders and regular emails were sent out to advise on when particular species were on the 
wing and to share interesting sightings.   
 
Moths: 
 
2014 would be the first year of moth recording.  With the aid of a grant received from the Shropshire Hills 
AONB SustainableDevelopment Fund, a Skinner type moth trap was purchased for the use of members, 
together with a Moth ID guide, specimen pots, several butterfly nets and a GPS.  It was decided to run a moth 
training event for those interested in taking part in survey work and this took place on 9th May at the home of 
Kay & Harry Downes .  This event was supported by Tony Jacques, the Shropshire county moth recorder, and 
was attended by 9 people.  An introduction was given to moth identification and the safe use of the 
equipment.  As a result of the meeting, a rota was drawn up so that all those who had undertaken training 
could borrow the equipment over the summer months.   A moth recording form was produced and circulated 
for people to enter their records  
 
Public events: 
 
Two guided walks were organised over the summer which were widely advertised and open to all: 
 
Butterfly walk on Catherton Marshes on Sun, 20th July 



Butterfly walk on Titterstone Clee on Sun, 17th August 
 
Results 
 
In contrast to 2013, emergence dates of species was slightly ahead of schedule.  At the time of writing this 
report, not all records for the year have been received but there were new squares recorded for four out of 
five of our target species.  
 

    Green Hairstreak (photo Liz Smith) 
 
 The one exception was Dark Green Fritillary which was not recorded for the second consecutive year and, 
after only a single sighting in 2012 may now be lost to the area.  Much more encouraging was the report of 
Wall Brown at a second location near Whatsill and confirmation of a small population in the quarries at the top 
of Titterstone Clee on our butterfly walk in August. 
 

     Scaling the heights in search of Wall Brown        
(photo Mike Williams) 

 
 Interestingly, Marbled White was recorded for the second year running in a different location and it may 
suggest that this species may eventually become a permanent resident.  It is a species that has been spreading 
in neighbouring Worcs in recent years probably in response to climate change and over the past couple of 
years we have seen the first records for Shropshire.  
 



 

A species to look out for – a new butterfly for Clee Hill               
(photo Mike Williams) 
 
Another potential species for colonisation is Essex Skipper which has been moving northwards and westwards 
since the turn of the century and has now been reported from several Shropshire localities. 
 
A meeting was held on 29th October to review the year and to assist in the identification of the more difficult 
moths.  Those who had moth trapped were encouraged to bring along photos for ID with the help of the 
Worcs county moth recorder, Tony Simpson.  This proved a useful and informative meeting and a number of 
additional species were identified as a result.  Not all moth records have yet been received but this first year 
has already thrown up a number of unusual and important records.  It was nice to see moth species typical of 
open and moorland habitats such as Garden Tigers, Grass Emeralds, Antler moths, Broom moth larva, Fox 
moth larva and Map-winged Swifts which are scarce away from this habitat type. 
 

  Broom Moth larva (photo Jon Cartwright) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Looking forward to 2015  
 
 Plans for next year were discussed at a meeting of the CHCWG Butterfly Group in October.  It was agreed that 
for next year we would focus on: 
  

• Targeted recording of squares where we are lacking records – turning blue squares into red. 
• Undertaking specific searches for Wall Brown in other likely areas especially around old quarries. 
• Monitoring the spread of Marbled White and possibly Essex Skipper. 
• Encouraging more people to become involved in moth recording. 
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