UPPER CLUN NESTBOX SCHEME

Nest monitoring is a key part of our Small Woodland Species Nestbox Scheme, so please follow the instructions below when filling in your record sheets. The more accurate and detailed your records are, the greater the contribution they make to conservation.
GETTING READY FOR THE BREEDING SEASON
Before April, relocate any boxes as required. Check that the lids are sound & replace wires if necessary.
From mid-April onwards, check your boxes to see if nest-building has started; only begin to record once it has. 

SPECIES CODES – please use the standard 2-letter code:
GT 
Great Tit 




HS 
House Sparrow 


BT 
Blue Tit 




TS 
Tree Sparrow



PF 
Pied Flycatcher 




RT 
Redstart


NH
Nuthatch 



ACTIVITY  CODES

NEST BUILDING STAGE:

NO
Nest box empty

NS
Nest started

NL
Nest complete and lined

AN
Adult bird sitting on nest
EGG STAGE:

E
Eggs, followed by number in clutch (eg E10)

EA
Eggs unhatched, addled or abandoned, with number

EP
Eggs predated

CHICK STAGE:

J
Juveniles hatched (eg J6)

JF
 Juveniles feathered (eg JF6)

RF
Juveniles ready to fledge & number (eg RF5)

JD
Juveniles dead & number

NE
Nest empty; all young fledged 
NB 
Egg & chick stage codes can be combined. For example, if a nest has 4 young ready to fledge, but 1 dead one, put RF4, 1JD; if an otherwise empty nest has an unhatched egg left in it, put NE, 1EA

AT THE END OF THE SEASON
Around the end of September clean out old nests: as well as being good hygiene, this prevents the boxes becoming saturated & the wood rotting.
Please return your form by the end of August, by email or on paper, to jackyharrison51@hotmail.com
Jacky Harrison

Reilth Top

Bishops Moat

Bishops Castle

SY9 5LL

