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INTRODUCTION   

The Upper Clun Community Wildlife Group was formed in 2007, following extensive 
promotion and development work in the area initiated by 'Down to Earth in the Clun Forest' 
as part of the Shropshire Hills AONB's Blue Remembered Hills Project. This process was 
described in the Groupôs 2007 report.  The first Annual Public Meeting in November 2007 
agreed the Aims and Objectives, and its area of operation, and elected a Committee.    
   

The Group aims to contribute to local knowledge and conservation of popular ñflagshipò 
wildlife species, by undertaking surveys to establish their status, and promoting 
conservation by working with farmers and landowners to safeguard and increase important 
habitats. It complements but does not duplicate the work of either Land, Life and 
Livelihoods, or the Clun and Bishopôs Castle branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
(SWT).  We have worked closely with both groups, which have in turn actively supported 
the Wildlife Group.   

   

The Group has carried out Bird and Plant surveys each year since 2007, and Butterfly 
surveys since 2010. Work on mammals started in 2014. Well over 100 different people 
have been involved in these surveys. This Report presents the results for the current year, 
and updates our knowledge of wildlife in the area.   

AIMS & OBJECTIVES   

The Group will   
¶ Undertake survey work to establish the status of key bird, plant and butterfly 

species and habitats   

¶ Encourage and enhance local interest in wildlife    

¶ Actively promote conservation.    

AREA & MEMBERSHIP   

The Group covers the catchment area of the River Clun west of Clun, including the River 
Unk and the Folly Brook, plus the part of the Bettws-y-Crwyn parish that is outside the 
River Clun catchment area. It includes the whole of the parishes of Newcastle, Bettws-y-
Crwyn & Mainstone, and parts of the parishes of Clun, Colebatch and Llanfair Waterdine.    

   

The Group is open to anyone who lives or works in the area, and who wants to actively 
contribute to local knowledge and conservation. It is for everyone in the community, not 
just experts. Interest in the area, and enthusiasm, are far more important than detailed 
knowledge. The target birds and plants are important and easy to recognise and search 
for. Initial training on identification and simple survey methods, and regular support and 
advice, is provided, so members learn a lot, and the work is very enjoyable.    

   

To help recruit and involve new members, a series of Bird Walks and Plant Walks have 
been organised since 2009. Butterfly events started in 2011.   
   

The mailing list has grown each year, and now includes over 220 local people at more 
than 170 addresses, plus representatives of various organisations.   

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   

The Role of the Committee is to   

¶ organise survey work   

¶ involve more local people   

¶ work with local people and other groups to develop a policy for Conservation Action     

¶ seek to influence other organisations   

¶ obtain and manage funds to continue existing work and develop new projects.   
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The membership, and details of meetings in 2015, are set out in the Annexe to the Report.   

PUBLICITY   

The Groupôs activities have been well publicised in the area, through posters and press 
releases, and articles in the Clun Chronicle.   

WEBSITE   

There is a website for all the Community Wildlife Groups, with separate pages for the 
Upper Clun Group www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk. Future events and news will be listed. 
Members are requested to check the website periodically, particularly before events.    

CO-OPERATION WITH FARMERS, LANDOWNERS & OTHER 
ORGANISATIONS   

The vast majority of the area is farmland, and almost all of the birds, plants and butterflies 
that the Group wishes to conserve live on it. Close co-operation with farmers is therefore 
crucial to our success.    
   

The Group has continued to actively promote conservation of popular ñflagshipò wildlife 
species by working with, and influencing, farmers, landowners, other local organisations, 
Government Agencies and the Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership, to protect and restore 
important habitats.    
   

In 2010, we brought together the results of four yearsô survey work to identify some of the 
best sites for birds, plants & butterflies in the Upper Clun. These sites have survived 
thanks to the way they have been managed, and we have subsequently worked with some 
of the land owners to help ensure that they continue to be managed in the same way. We 
have now made personal contact with almost all the farmers who own one of these high-
quality sites, and we hope the information we have collected is useful to them. We have 
worked with both farmers and Natural England to ensure that the best wildlife sites are 
incorporated into Environmental Stewardship Higher Level Scheme (HLS) agreements.    
   

This work is described in the Chapter on Conservation Action later in this Report.   

ACTIVITIES & SURVEYS   

Since its launch in 2007, the Group has set out to find all breeding pairs of Lapwing and 
Curlew, monitor other important farmland birds and their habitats, and promote the 
conservation of Barn Owls, Dippers and woodland birds through provision of nest boxes. 
This built on local knowledge of Lapwing and Curlew gained since 2004.   
   

In 2007, a dozen different wild flowers were also located, and a further 12 plants indicative 
of woodland, and 12 indicative of grassland, were included in the 2008 surveys.  These 
results were used to highlight the most important sites, and these sites have been the 
subject of detailed Plant surveys in subsequent years since 2009, with the aim of getting 
the best sites adopted as Local (County) Wildlife Sites.   
   

Three Nature Reserves in the Upper Clun area owned by Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Rhos 
Fiddle, Lower Shortditch and Masonôs Bank, have also been surveyed in some years.     
   

Our area was initially divided into 31 squares, 2x2 kilometre squares on the Ordnance 
Survey National Grid. A map showing these squares has been included in previous Annual 
Reports. The Group recruited a local member to survey each of these squares for birds 
and/or plants each year, and well over 100 people have either undertaken surveys, or 
provided additional useful information, since 2007. However, since 2009, only the best 
sites have been selected for further survey work, and many of them do not fall into single 
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squares, so this division of the area into squares is no longer important. The map of the 
area, divided up into these squares, can be viewed on the website.   
   

Butterfly surveys, supported by Butterfly Conservation and concentrating on Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary, were started in 2010.   
 

Mammal surveys will also be organised, following the invitation to the Shropshire Mammal 
Group to speak at the 2014 Annual Public Meeting.  
  

The aims and results of these surveys are described elsewhere in this Report.   

COVERING OTHER TYPES OF WILDLIFE   

The Group wants to expand its activities, and survey and promote conservation of other 
types of wildlife. These activities will be shaped by the interests of all the people who join.    

FUNDING    

Initially the Group was funded by the AONBs Down to Earth programme, and then its 
Sustainable Development Fund.    
   

From October 2011 until June 2013, funding came via the ñLEADER in the Shropshire 
Hillsò programme, ñpart financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
2007-2013: Europe investing in rural areasò. This programme was co-ordinated by the 
Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership with Defra as the Managing Authority. The National 
Trust was the lead organisation and banker for the LEADER Project   
   

The Group is not currently in receipt of any grants. Efforts will therefore be made to raise 
funds by asking people attending meetings and events to make donations, and support 
raffles. Members have not been asked to contribute since the Group started, and the 
Committee hopes to avoid having to charge a membership subscription, but hopefully 
members will now support the Group financially, as well as through voluntary activity.   
   

Grant Applications will be made when the opportunity arises.   

CONSTITUTION   

To make Grant Applications, it is necessary to have a written Constitution, which was 
adopted at the Annual Public Meeting in November 2013. The Constitution can be viewed 
on the website.   

OTHER COMMUNITY WILDLIFE GROUPS   

The Upper Clun Community Wildlife Group was the second CWG to be formed, following 
the Upper Onny Wildlife Group, launched in 2003.   
   

The Kemp Valley CWG started in 2011. The LEADER project funded these three Groups, 
and also three new groups, covering Clee Hill, the Strettons, and Wenlock Edge.   

   

The Stiperstones ï Corndon Landscape Partnership Scheme, financed by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, is now supporting the development of two new CWGs, covering the Rea 
Valley and Camlad Valley.   
   

These groups all survey important wildlife in their areas. but they are developing 
differently.  All are monitoring birds and plants, but the species being searched for are 
different. Six of the groups are monitoring Lapwings, and five Curlews.   
   

The activities and results for each of the Groups can be found on the website 
www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk
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THE BIRD GROUP   

BIRD SURVEYS   

Introduction   

The primary aim of the Bird Group is to establish the population and distribution of 
Lapwing and Curlew, and to map the distribution of other species of conservation interest. 
The Target Species have varied from year to year; but they have not changed since 2011.    
   

The habitats used in the area by five of the initial target species (hedgerow and farmland 
birds) were recorded in 2008 and 2009, and led to the production of the leaflet Please Help 
Hedgerow Birds. This work was judged to be complete, and was discontinued in 2010.   
   

Results from surveys in the early years highlighted the importance of ñwetlandsò and the 
2009 Report identified a number of such sites that have been targeted from 2010 onwards.     

   

Up until 2011, the Group attempted to survey all 31 of the 2x2 kilometre squares, focusing 
increasingly on Curlew (as Lapwings steadily disappeared). However, by then it was 
already clear that Curlew was absent from many squares, and harder to find in the rest.  
As the population has declined, and become more fragmented, the interaction between 
pairs reduces. There is less flight and less vocalisation, making it harder to count the birds. 
Therefore, it was decided in 2011 that the survey of all 31 squares should be replaced by 
an intensive survey of the Curlew strongholds. This has been continued each year since.   

   

Emphasis has been placed on developing a network of resident recorders. They, and any 
other member, can email Curlew observations as they occur, and the result has been a 
greater volume of information. This has been supplemented by map-based surveys of 
agreed target areas. These were sites where Curlew had been recorded regularly up until 
2011, and the objective was to determine as far as possible how many territories were 
occupied. Search areas were deliberately drawn across apparent territory boundaries, 
based on previous fieldwork, so that any territorial behaviour might be captured.    

   

The Methodology and Recording Instructions for the Bird Surveys were described fully in 
the 2011 Report (see Appendix 1), and can be found on the website.   

   

Observers receive regular alerts by email at key points throughout the season, from first 
arrival of Curlew, to post-hatching activity that continues into July. This has been effective 
in prompting members to send in their observations.   
   

All members of the Group were also asked to send in records of Lapwing and Curlew.   

Participation and Coverage   

Seven members carried out surveys of agreed geographic areas; 24 others, including 
resident recorders and ñcasualò observers, contributed records by phone, email or 
personal contact, a total of 31 participants, slightly up on last year. In all, 75 Curlew 
records were received, 23 more than in 2014. Although much of the rise is a result of 
enthusiastic new members joining the survey, there appeared to be an increase in Curlew 
activity as well, especially in the areas around Rhos Fiddle and Masons Bank. 
   

All 17 observers who undertook geographic surveys or continuous recording for Curlew 
(several of whom are local farmers) live within the survey area. Other local farmers 
provided valuable information.   
   

In addition to the survey fieldworkers, there are 15 Nest Box hosts. 

   

The survey results are more fully described below.   



5 

LAPWINGS   

   

Fieldwork Results     

There was just one record of 
Lapwing this year, six birds seen by 
a farmer on a field in the Clun Valley 
on 23rd March. They were never 
seen again, and were almost 
certainly passing through to breeding 
sites, possibly in the Kemp or 
Camlad valleys.   
    
The pattern of the last few years 
indicates that the Upper Clun 
continues to hold some attraction for 
Lapwing, but suggests that unless 
there are significant improvements in 
habitat, grazing regimes, and the 
timing and sensitivity of agricultural 
operations, the likelihood of 
Lapwing's re-establishment as a 
breeding species will continue to recede.    
   

Map 1 shows the approximate location of all breeding Lapwings found by the Group since 
2007, together with the nests found previously in 2004 ï 06 (Smith 2006). No breeding 
Lapwings were found in the area in 2009, 2011, 2013 or 2014.   

Local Extinction?   

If any population is to be stable, then the number of young birds that reach breeding age 
must be equal to the number of older birds dying off. Research elsewhere shows that, 
based on the known survival rates of first year and adult birds, Lapwings must produce 
around 0.7 fledged young per pair per year in order to sustain current population levels.     

   

As far as we are aware, no young Lapwing have been produced in the Upper Clun area 
since 2008. In that year the two breeding pairs produced an unknown number of fledged 
young, but, in the previous three years, only two young Lapwings are known to have 
fledged in the whole area, in 2005. Thus the productivity has not been enough to sustain 
the (extremely low) population in the area when the Group started 

   

Not surprisingly, in view of the poor productivity, the adult breeding population declined by 
around a pair a year between 2004 and 2010, with breeding pairs being found in only one 
subsequent year as shown in Figure 1.    
   

The conclusion to be drawn is the same as for some years past: Lapwings continue to 
return each year, and could become re-established as a successful breeding bird if their 
habitat requirements were better met. Therefore, if the population is to become re-
established, action is still vital to recreate suitable habitat. If they do return, action will also 
be needed to protect nests from risk from agricultural activities, and predation.   
   

The Habitat Requirements of Lapwing, and the reasons for the Population Decline, were 
described in the Groupôs 2010 (and previous) Report, and are not reproduced here. Full 
details are provided in Shrubôs book The Lapwing, and papers by Sheldon, listed in the 
References.    
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Map 1. Approximate location of Lapwing Breeding Sites 2004 - 15   

   

Figure 1.  Decline of Lapwing in the Upper Clun 2004 ï 2015   
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CURLEWS   

Fieldwork Results     

The full results of the Groupôs 
surveys for Curlew are set out in 
Appendix 2.   
   

The first Curlews were observed in 
March, but as last year the main 
arrival took place in the first half of 
April. There was some evidence 
that they were slow to settle, 
possibly as a result of abnormally 
dry conditions for the time of year, 
and a check in vegetation growth 
when the weather turned cold and 
windy in late April and May. 
     

Nine territories were identified, one 
more than last year, which may 
have been a re-occupation of a territory that had become vacant in recent years. There 
were three further 'possible' territories; in these cases either the status or the actual 
location was uncertain. Most pairs were in approximately the same places as Curlews 
have been found in previous years. This is as expected: they are usually long-lived and 
return to the same general breeding area each year.    
 
Observations over the years have demonstrated that Curlew travel considerable distances 
between nesting and feeding sites, making any precise population assessment very 
difficult. As the standard methodology requires, the estimated number and location of 
territories has been based on the most parsimonious interpretation of the records. Where 
Curlew was recorded in an established territory on a series of dates from the start of the 
breeding season, it was presumed that a breeding attempt had been made. If the birds 
were recorded in the same areas in June and July, it was considered likely that they had 
produced hatched young, especially if the birds were very vocal, engaged in anti-predator 
behaviour, or both.   
    
There was evidence that several nests failed. A farmer on whose land Curlews usually 
nest saw two pairs arrive and begin to settle, but did not believe that they bred 
successfully. Another pair seen consistently through the season by several observers 
almost certainly got as far as hatching chicks, but evidently failed shortly after. There were 
also sightings of pairs or groups of Curlews moving around freely at points in the season 
when successful breeders would have had eggs or dependent young. One closely-
monitored pair did successfully hatch chicks, and when last seen in mid-July their 
behaviour suggested that the young were quite well-grown, with a reasonable probability 
of survival; the final outcome was not known, as is the case with four or five pairs where 
there was no clear evidence either of success or failure. 
   
The current Curlew population is much smaller than the area might be expected to 
support, and needs to increase if it is to become more resilient. The failure rate this year 
has almost certainly been high, which does not bode well for recovery. On the other hand, 
the general impression was that Curlew were somewhat thicker on the ground, so there 
may have been some recruitment into the breeding population. 
   

The distribution of territories in 2015 is shown in Map 2.   
   

The estimated population found each year since 2007 is shown in Figure 2.   
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Map 2.  Approximate location of Curlew Territories 2015    

   


