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The Group was established in March 
2018, primarily to look for Curlews as 
part of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
(SWT) and Shropshire Ornithological 
Society (SOS) Save our Curlews 
Campaign. There were already 

Community Wildlife Groups surveying Lapwing and Curlew in most of the areas in the County 
where several pairs of Curlew had been found during Bird Atlas surveys carried out in 2008-
13, but there was no previous coverage of the important area south of Oswestry. 
 
Both Lapwing and Curlew have suffered a massive contraction in range and population 
decline in the last 20 years or so, nationally and locally. Curlew has been described as the 
UKôs highest bird conservation priority, as we have an estimated 28% of the European 
breeding population, and 19 ï 27% of the world population. 
 

The aim of the Group is therefore to involve local people in surveying the area for Lapwing 
and Curlew, to see if the populations have continued to fall here following the Bird Atlas 
survey. The survey aims to locate the territories of breeding pairs, estimate the population, 
and if possible pin-point the fields with nests. No attempt is made to look for nests.  
 

The area covered extends from Oswestry in the north to Kinnerley in the south, and eastward 
from the Welsh border to Ruyton-XI-Towns: from the Tanat to the Perry.  
 
The launch meeting on 7 March received a presentation on the methodology and results of 
similar surveys carried out by Community Wildlife Groups in the Shropshire Hills since 2004, 
and the organisation of a similar survey in the Severn-Vyrnwy Confluence in 2018.  
 

file:///C:/Users/leo_000/Documents/CWGs/Tanat%20to%20Perry%20(Oswestry%20South)%20CWG/Set-up%20and%202018/Report/TP%20CWG%20Bird%20Group%20Report%202018%20draft.docx%23_Toc1212494
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An introductory leaflet, outlining the reasons for the survey and how it would be carried out, 
with an appeal for volunteers and publicising the meeting, was distributed in the area, and 
sent out to SWT and SOS members. Posters were put up, and a press release was sent out. 
 
The meeting was well attended, by 60 people, most of whom agreed to help. Several others, 
who were unable to come to the meeting, also volunteered to help. In total, 69 people, 
including 16 couples, plus one of the Shropshire Wild Teams, did survey work.es Community Wildlife 

Community Wildlife Group  

CURLEWS, LAPWINGS AND OTHER BIRDS SURVEY 

Objectives 

Participants were asked to find out where Curlew and Lapwing occur in the breeding season, 
record behaviour indicative of breeding, and record other species, most of which are of 
nature conservation importance (i.e. they are Target Species for Government Agri-
environment Schemes operated by Natural England, or they are on the Red List or Amber 
List of Birds of Conservation Concern in the UK because they have suffered large declines in 
the last 25 or 50 years, and/or are Target Species in the national Biodiversity Action Plan). 
 

In addition to Lapwing and Curlew, the other target species were:- 

¶ Kestrel 
¶ Red Kite     
¶ Barn Owl 
¶ Grey Partridge  
¶ Snipe  
¶ Skylark    
¶ Meadow Pipit  

¶ Cuckoo             
¶ Dipper 

¶ Swift (nest sites only) 

¶ Yellow Wagtail           
¶ Dunnock 

¶ Wheatear       
¶ Spotted Flycatcher 

¶ Tree Sparrow  
¶ Linnet 
¶ Bullfinch 

¶ Yellowhammer  
¶ Reed Bunting 

¶ Corn Bunting 

 
This was the first year in which a bird survey was carried out in this area. It is intended to 
repeat it annually, to monitor long-term population trends for the two main species, as well as 
establish the current population and distribution, and use the results to promote conservation 
and attempt to reverse the decline. 

Methodology 

The area covered by the Community Wildlife Group was divided up into 43 tetrads, 2km x 
2km squares, each made up of four of the one-kilometre squares shown by the pale blue grid 
lines on Ordnance Survey maps. A map showing these tetrads, and their reference codes, is 
shown at Appendix 1.   
 

People who agreed to help were allocated a tetrad, and requested to survey it once during 
each of three specified two-week periods, around the end of March, end of April, and mid-
June.  

¶ The first period follows the arrival of Lapwing and Curlew back on their breeding 
grounds. This is the best time to find breeding Lapwing (first egg date is usually 
around 1st April). 

¶ The second period is the best time to find breeding Curlew (first egg date is usually 
around 30th April). 

¶ The third period is timed to find any Curlews that have successfully hatched and still 
have chicks. It is also the best time to find the other target species. 

 

Each survey visit concentrated on suitable habitat for the two main target species, and was 
expected to take around three hours. Participants were provided with detailed survey 
instructions, and a large scale map of their tetrad (the map filled an A4 sheet of paper) for 
each survey. The aim was to establish the number of territories (number of breeding pairs) 
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for Lapwing and Curlew, no attempt was made to find nests. All survey work was carried out 
from public rights of way, unless a surveyor obtained the landownerôs permission to look in 
specific fields. 
 

A training meeting was held for those who wanted one, on Sunday 25 March. Two sessions 
were arranged, in the morning and the afternoon, and a total of 19 participants attended. All 
were treated to several pairs of displaying and breeding Lapwing, and a pair of Curlew, while 
those attending the afternoon session saw evidence of four pairs of Curlew. 
 
A feedback meeting was held on 6 June, to present the results of the first two surveys, 
discuss them, provide clarification where necessary, and iron out any difficulties experienced 
by the participants; 45 people attended. Corn Bunting was added to the list of Targets. 
 

Survey work was carried out in all of the 43 tetrads, and members spent just over 600 hours 
on it. This represents an excellent effort. 
 
Many surveyors, and other local people, sent in casual records (observations in their survey 
squares when not actually doing the survey, or in other parts of their area at any time) of 
Lapwing, Curlew, Kestrel and Red Kite. Such records are extremely useful, as they often 
include a higher number of birds than seen on the surveys, and they help distinguish 
between different territories. 
 
Note that some records, of birds heard calling from an unknown position, or seen only in flight 
with origin or landing place unknown, or believed to be post-breeding flocks or passing 
through, are not shown on the species maps showing the records received, because they are 
not helpful in establishing the territories of breeding pairs (the aim of the survey). However, 
these records are included in the count of records in each tetrad shown in Appendix 2, for 
completeness. Note also that records listed in Appendix 2 are attributed to the square 
surveyor, although the survey map has sometimes shown the bird(s) in an adjacent square, 
which is where they are shown in this report.  
 
The methodology requires observations of a pair together, or a single bird on two of the three 
surveys, to confirm a territory. However, Curlews in particular often have large territories, and 
may be seen a kilometre or more from their nest site, so interpretation of the observations is 
sometimes difficult, unless singing or displaying birds are seen or heard concurrently. It must 
be stressed that on some surveys both the birds in a breeding pair might be seen, but on 
others only one is seen; that the same birds will probably be seen on more than one survey; 
and a pair nesting close to the corner of a tetrad might also be recorded in up to three 
adjacent tetrads, in either different survey periods, or different surveyors. Therefore the total 
number of observations made on the surveys will almost certainly be rather more than the 
total population in the area, and analysis of the results aims to estimate the total number of 
breeding pairs or territories, and the approximate location of the centre of each territory (i.e. 
the nest site). The rules of the methodology (the territory mapping method) requires the 
analysis to produce the lowest population estimate consistent with the records. 

Curlew 
The first map on page 4 shows the location of Curlews seen during the surveys. They were 
seen in 13 tetrads altogether. The casual Curlew records received are also shown on the 
map, with hatched shading. 
 
The second map shows the estimated number and location of Curlew territories in the area. 
 
The methodology requires the analysis to produce the lowest population estimate consistent 
with the records, in this case 12-15 pairs, possibly more. Experience of undertaking this type 
of survey with more long-standing Community Wildlife Groups suggests that it takes several  
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years to get a complete understanding of the populations, and that, in future years, evidence 
may be found to confirm a higher population. 
 
The most useful records are of two singing or displaying males or pairs seen or heard 
concurrently. The boundary between the two territories will be somewhere between them. As 
an example, on the training sessions in the vicinity of Holly Banks (in the Severn-Vyrnwy 
Confluence area), Curlews were seen or heard concurrently on several occasions, as 
summarised on the fieldwork survey map below. This allowed a dense cluster of records 
collected during the subsequent survey work to be separated into five territories. Surveyors in 

the Tanat to Perry area are 
encouraged to note Curlews seen 
or heard concurrently, as such 
observations would also help 
separate clusters of records at 
several locations. 

 
 

 
The Curlew population in the area is estimated at 12 - 15 pairs,  

but there is no evidence that any young fledged. 

Over 150 Curlews have been colour-ringed since 2016, mainly at Dolydd Hafren 
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust Reserve on the River Severn near Welshpool during March, 
when they are passing through on their way to their breeding sites. Each of these Curlews is 
individually identified by the two letters on the yellow ring on the left leg. Several of them 
have been found at breeding sites elsewhere in Shropshire. Surveyors in this area were 
asked to check any Curlews that were seen on the ground at breeding sites for rings, but 
none were.  

Lapwing 

The first map on page 6 shows the location of Lapwings found during the surveys There is no 
indication on this map of the number of birds seen. 

Notes 
Singing Curlews are shown with a 
circle round the Cu symbol. 
A pair are shown with the male: 
female symbol. 
Concurrent observations are 
marked with a dashed line. 
The observations are numbered 1 ï 
4. 
 

Observations 
1. Heard calling 
2. Flew in and called back (couldnôt 
possibly be same bird) 
 
Later 
 
3. Pair seen feeding 
4. Another pair called, visited the 
same field (all 4 birds in sight at 
same time) 
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The second map groups the observations from the first two surveys into territories, taking into 
account the number of birds reported on the survey maps, and additional casual records, 
which often reported more birds than seen on the survey visits. 




























