DRY HILL FARM
FLOWER BANK

Project to restore a small section of this
unique and beautiful flower meadow.

This native flower bank is part of the
County Wildlife Site 49.4.1. It has over 100

flower species and over 20 species of
breeding butterflies.

Jacqui and Stephen Brooks & John Bacon
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DEALING
WITH TH E ... of Rough Stalked Meadow Grass (Poa trivialis) ...

C RE E PI N G the bright-green grass in the extreme top and left corner that is
TH U G invading down the slope into the botanically rich area. It is a bit

difficult to see from this view but just wait till the next slide(s)!

INVASION!




This grass - the stoloniferous ‘Rough Stalked
Meadow’ grass (Poa trivialis) forms dense
‘carpets’, with a ‘thick-underlay’ of matted roots

Management options considered and dismissed were:

Heavy grazing — but grass too vigorous with stolons.

Hay rattle — but grass carpet too thick and dense for
germination; phosphate index also too high.

Scarify and sow seed — but carpet too thick, and high
nutrient levels.

Herbicide application — but as above + residues
affecting subsequent seed germination.



The chosen option was to
‘scrape-off’ the ‘grass carpet and
underlay’, thus removing all the
stolons and nutrient rich soil.

*Management sequence:

1. Short period of grazing, prior to work, to
reveal slope contours and undulations.

2. Scraping off using excavator and dumper.

3. Scrapings put to good use to form a ‘beetle
bank’ on the edge of the meadow.

4. Seed bed preparation.

5. Seed collection; and broadcasting.

6. Green hay collection; and application.

7. Autumn grazing to aid seed germination and

establishment.




1. A QUICK
GRAZE

Sheep grazing to reveal slope contours and
undulations ready for scraping.




2. Scraping off
using an excavator
& dumper

Scraping off ‘blanket’ (and underlay!) of grass
using 5 tonne excavator and 1 tonne dumper.

Machine hire costs (without operators) were
only £170 + VAT. The operators came free!




3. Beetle bank
formation

Part of the beetle bank formed on the
edge of the meadow using the scrapings.



4. Seed bed
levelled.

Poles and brash to prevent slope down-wash by
forecasted and imminent torrential
thunderstorms!

(They worked beautifully)




5.1. The Australian
brush seed
harvester used to
collect seed from
lower down the
slope




5.2. Broadcasting
the collected seed

Seed broadcast as soon as collected ..... and
just prior to a nice steady rain!




6. 1. Green hay

*First collection of green hay from a botanically
rich area lower down the same slope by
scything and raking up.

*A second spreading of seed and green hay will
occur at end of September to include late
flowering species - especially the Betony and
Burnet Saxifrage)




6.2. Spreading
of green hay

Green hay collected on to a tarpaulin and
dragged - without losing seeds — to prepared
seed bed .... and shaken out by hand.




7. Sheep hooves |
at the ready!

Following ‘seed’ and ‘green hay’
application there will be a period of
autumn grazing, for hooves to help seeds
set-in and establish.

They are hardy Badger- face sheep .... and
very photogenic too (though two always
have to face the wrong way!).
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