
THE NATIONAL TRUST’S RAGLETH MEADOW SUMMER 2020 

ACTIVITY REPORT.

26th March. Weed control objective: spear thistle rosettes removed whilst still small and 
before flower stalk extension. (Less prickly when small!).

15th May. Weed control objective: control of perennial agricultural weeds by knapsack 
sprayer spot treatment using ‘Grazon Pro’ translocated (to roots) weedkiller. 
Active ingredients 240g/l triclopyr and 60g/l clopyralid. Included control of 
extensive Perennial Nettle patches, extensive Creeping Thistles (at four to six leaf
stage) and scattered Broad-leaved Dock (at four leaf stage).

26th May Weed control objective: follow up ‘Grazon Pro’ knapsack spot treatment 
application to treat late emerging weeds.

 



1st June Strimming of Bracken croziers along Ragleth Hill fence line ready for re-fencing.
15th June Strimming of Bracken croziers along Ragleth Hill fence line ready for re-fencing.
23rd June Strimming of Bracken croziers along Ragleth Hill fence line ready for re-fencing.
3rd July Strimming of Bracken croziers along Ragleth Hill fence line ready for re-fencing.

4th July Species observations: first ever sighting  of 2 Dark Green Fritillary’s, 2 Marbled 
Whites, along with approximately 10 Six Spot Burnet Moths active over 
northern steeply sloping part of meadow edge (*) . 3 x Common Spotted orchids 
same area. Also many Orange Tips, Small Heath, Ringlet, Meadow Brown and 
Small Skipper across the meadow. (* All previously seen breeding nearby in 2018 
and 2019 on both Dry Hill Meadows and Clemcroft Meadows nearby. Encouraging!).

6th July Weed control objective: hand pulling of scattered untreated Creeping Thistles, 
and Perennial Nettles.

13th July Strimming of Bracken croziers along Ragleth Hill fence line ready for re-fencing.
20th July Weed control: chopping out scattered Hogweed plants just before seed drop.
25th July Strimming of Bracken croziers along Ragleth Hill fence line ready for re-fencing.

19th-20th July Hay making objective: overgrown hedge on footpath / meadow access route 
limbed up, with lop-and-top removal, in preparation for large hay-making 
tractors and machines; and bale extraction on low-loader. 

27th August Hay/silage making objective: grass on level area of meadow was cut by Jeremy 
Dale NT contractor (and George). (Too late in season for hay).



1st Sept Hay making objective: Jeremy Dale NT contractors: windrowed, baled, 
wrapped, carted 12 x 1 tonne silage bales.

4th Sep Wood pasture objective: natural regen oak seedlings located and marked ready 
for guarding.

8th Sep Purchased and collected electric fencing materials tape, screw, plastic posts. 
£117.71p paid by Ragleth Meadow Group SACWG SSP fund.

9th Sep Purchased and collected tree guards, support posts and ties. £126 90p paid by 
Ragleth Meadow Group SACWG SSP fund.

10th Sep Meadow improvement objective: 1 kg of Hay Rattle seeds collected from Rob 
Rowe (Sourced Forestart, Shrewsbury) and scattered over cut area. £120 paid by
NT. (Semi parasitic on grasses to reduce vigour in preparation for future wild-
flower seed applications).

20th Sep Meadow improvement objective: green hay sourced from nearby ‘native 
Clemcroft flower lawns’ was cut (using Gods’ Acre strimmer to reduce seed 
drop), raked up and carted to eastern boundary of meadow. It was spread over 
an area of 1600 sq m (80m N/S by 20m E/W starting 10 metres out from eastern 
boundary fence. This location was chosen as an area recently very disturbed by 
rooting Badgers thus exposing a lot of bare soil ideal for germination!



22nd Sep Wood pasture objective: 13 x Q robur and 2 x Q patrea oak saplings re-located 
to wood-pasture spacings. Tree guards, posts and ties installed to protect 
saplings from sheep and Roe Deer grazing.  Electric fence installed on 5 m wide 
eastern boundary fringe to encourage development of Blackthorn scrub shelter 
belt.

26th Sep Meadow improvement objective: aftermath grazing to tread in Hay Rattle seeds, 
seeds in the green hay and remove smothering effect of autumn grass growth.

(Management Map Summer 2020 on next page).



John Bacon. NT Volunteer. 28th September 2020.


