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Introduction

Community Wildlife Groups

Community Wildlife Groups bring people together to survey and conserve threatened local wildlife. They
enable nature enthusiasts to make a real contribution to wildlife conservation in their local area and develop
their own skills.

The groups are open tanyone who lives or works in each area, and who wants to actively contribute to
local wildlife knowledge and conservation. They are for everyone, from experts to complete novices.
Enthusiasm is far more important than detailed knowledge and initial tigion identification and simple
survey methods is provided. There are currently eight CWGs in the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB), most developed and supported through a project funded by the Shropshire Hills
AONB LEADER programror more information on these CWGs, visit the websitev.shropscwgs.org.uk

Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group

The Strettons Area Community Wildlife
Group (SACWG) was launched in
February 2012, after consulting local
groups and organisations. Thegroup |
covers a broad area around the Stretton -
Hills (right). This boundary is not fixed, s| =«
activities can be extendedtaording to
the location of members and study
subjects.

Since 2013 the group has been co
ordinated by a committee, elected from Le:
the membership at the Annual Public e yon
Meeting. Survey activities are adopted b W7 ol
members at the Annual Public Meeting, |
on the comition that they meet the
following criteria.
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SACWG boundary

Each activity requires a leader, who will be responsible for organising surveyors, ensuring that useful data is
collected, distributing survey forms (if necessary), analysing data for the SACWG annualn@port

adzo YAGOAY3 NBO2NRa (2 {KNRLIAKANBQa /2dzyieé wSO2NRS
that any necessary training is provided.

On the Community Wildlife Groups website, you will find that 8##eCWG has its own sectiovhere you will
be able to keep updated with survey activities and the latest discoveries.

We would like to encourage all members to share their wildlife experiences and photographs. If you have
seen somethingnteresting or taken a nice wildlife photograph, please let the web manager know by
emailing SACWG_ Curator@shropscwgs.org.uk. For those of you into social media, find us on Twitter
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http://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/
http://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/?page_id=206

@ StrettonsWild or look for the Strettons Area Community Wildlife Groupe jpagFacebook. You can use
this to keep up to date with latest news, meet other members and share wildlife news.

Committee members (bold) and project leader@2G&teve Butler (chair), Penny Bienz (publicity and
Stepping Stones coordination), Heather tHaway (secretary), John Baines (website), Will Priestley
(treasurer), John Bacon, Leo Smith, Isabel Cark¢ike Carter, Caroline Uff, Julie Cowley and Sandra

Whitlock.
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Survey Activities and Resull

Stretton Wetlandseport

Cudwell Medo

Cudwell meadow is now being managed as a wetland wildflower meadow. Purchase and legal
ownership of the Meadow in early 2021 coincided with flooding and Coviddoekns/restrictions
making it much harder initially to develop a small cofer@unteers to help enjoy, survey and
manage the area.

Once the meadow was fenced, two small areas were fenced off to enable wooded copses to
develop. Native tree species were selected, including hawthorn, blackthorn, spindle, holly, hazel,
rowan, dogose, guelder and bird cherry. Several volunteers planted these out in March, and with
careful weeding and watering during the year, they have established well.

Other priorities were to clear up the meadow
following the fencing of the woodland edge in the
autumnc filling in ruts and building habitat piles from
all the brash. A falling willow was pollarded. Dock
removal was also a priority following a year without
grazing or management. We were fortunate to
benefitfrom a grant from Natural England which
provided funds for fencing, tools and a sturdy metal
tool box.

Boxes for Tawny Owl and Kestrelwere built and
placed in the woodland overlooking the meadow. Lafér wood yielded several tit boxes too.
Some tits moved in but there was no confirmation of owls and kestrels using our boxes though they
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are in the area. Pied flycatcher have been heard adjacent to the meadow so we are hopeful they
may find the boxes.

Sheep graze the aftermath grass in the autumn and then return for a good feed in the spring. We
aim for them to be out by the end of April to facilitate the growth of meadow flowers and grasses.
While the meadow flowers were at their best, we held twawvaying days at the end of June and in
early July.We were very fortunate with the weather. Several people came along to join in and we
were blessed by having two county recorders presebt Caroline Uff Coleoptera and lan
CheeseboroughHymenopteraThanks to their skills and knowledge the final count was high.

, We found 28 species of beetles including the

pnghorn Beetle § 4"/ 3 (% impressive Foubanded Longhorn and the

b . g Yellow and Black Longhorn. A number of
-~ species had larvae presentindicating they are

— Dbreeding happily inthe meadow. Habitat piles

=+ of willow in the damper areas where the Feur
-+ Banded Longhorn beetle are fougahould
~ . hopefully encourage their breeding.
= ¥

‘31 species of Bees and Wasps were identified, many
4 along the field edges by the brook and wood. The list
~ "= included 4 of the rarer Bilberry bumble bee. There

~ were 10 species of butterfly and moth
includingsome Cinnabar moths and a Dark Green Fritillary.

We also found 3 species of grasshopper, azure damselfly, 3 of shield bugs inoldipigs of the less
comnon Tortoise Shield bugwhich is slowly moving northwards and a toad. These were excellentand
very encouraging resultswhich hopefully can only get better.

Full survey findingare available on the SACWG website.

An early evening flower walk was led by Mike Carter in July

¢ and proved very enjoyable and will no doubt be repeatede

to covid restrictions these events were just shared these with
the Friendsof CudwellMeadowlLJ S| &S R2 &aA3y
# like occasional emalil updates:

https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/land/cudweatheadow/
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https://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlife-group/stretton-wetlands/
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/land/cudwell-meadow/

Caroline Savage of tHenvironment Agency visited to carry out a watervole survey. We are delighted to
report that field signs were confirmed in three areas in the meadow. She has also given permission for
to build a year round scrape for the benefit of amphibians and othitehife.

Monthly volunteer work parties now take place on the
first Thursday afternoon of each month from 1.30 to
3.30 with a variety of work which has included tree
planting, wild flower seed planting, dock removal and
the building of habitat pilesnlAprilwe plan to dig out
ascrapearea (alas no machines allowed due to
underground pipes) so all volunteers welcomed!

Looking ahead to 2022

We have received a generous grant via Stepping St@reen Recovery Fund. This will be used to
produce a permanentinformation board and add to our tool supply, in particular for a couple more
scythes which are excellent for weed control. A small seatieg is planned for work parties and visitors.
A trail camera will hopefully gain some shots of our elusive water voles and otter.

During 2022 we plan to hold an operentin Jundollowed by awild flowerwalk.

IsabelCarter, January 202
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Dormice in the Strettons

There are known to be smafragmentedoopulations of dormicen the Strettonsarea. The focus

2F UKS W52N¥2dzaS t N22SOU HnumMQ ¢la (G2 NBOASG |
known populations. Boxes were checked in1@idtober in conjunction with nut searches. In

addition to signs of dormice, many boxes were founiéohome for a variety of other mammals

including woodmice, shrews and yellevecked mice.

Ragleth Wood National Trust)

After many years of failing to find definitive signs of dormice, a classic dormouse nest (from the
previous season) was foumchilst maintaining boxes in early spring 2021. As a result, the boxes,
which were in a poor condition, were supplemented with 14 new boxes (built and erected in June
by National Trust staff and volunteers). Several others were repaired by SACWG. hidpriagts
were recorded in 2021.

Bushmoor Coppic€Shropshire Ornithological Society).
The last confirmed record was in 201Blo signsof dormice were found, and many boxes need
replacing. This is planned for 2022.

Gulley GreerfLocal Wildlife Site).

There are many well maintained bird boxes this privately owned sitayhich the dormice seem
happy to use.Of 30 boxes checked, 6 had dormouse nests, and dormaid#ed nuts were
present suggesting that the population herestdl healthy.

Comley Quarry (&opshireWildlife Trust).
Several boxes were removed for repair in spring by SACWG and replaced later in the year (now 10
boxes present). No definitive dormouse signs were recorded.

Other sites and nut searches

Dormou® tubes were checked in the Batch Valley / All Stretton area and a nut search carried out,
but no signs were reported. However, signs were reported fpsivate landin All Strettonwhere

there is a wellestablished population, and work is ongoing to exdeand enhance the habitat there

by the owner. Searches on private land in the Horderley area found characteristically nibbled nuts
over a slightly more extensive areathan previously recorded, suggesting a thriving dormice
population. Current managemenmtork by the owner is enhancing the dormouse habitat.

Plans are in place to replace damaged boxes and put some up in new areas, with funding from the
W{GSWILIAY3 {G2ySa tNr2SOGQ YR { KNRLAKANB hNYA

All records have been submitted to PeeplTrust for Endangered Species who lead#egional
Dormouse Monitoring Programng

Thanks taSteve ButlerGill Silk Howard Davies, lan Cheeseborougkeather Hathaway, Jar&
Peter Howsanand National Trust staff and voluntedos all their help.
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Erecting new dormouse boxes in Ragleth Wood (image ©National Trust)

Caroline Uff January 202
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Shropshire
Swift

Swiftsin the Strettons Groar

Purpose and objectives of the project

The swift Apusapug is ambeilisted as a bird of conservation concern (due to falling population numbers)
and it is thought that the loss of nest sites due to modern building methods and materials has played a key
role in their decline. By recording known nest locatidhss possible to monitor whether these sites

continue to be usedin subsequent years or whether new sites are selected and, importantly, to liaise with
residents, builders and planners when works to improve properties is carried out to ensure thevartéser

of nesting opportunities.

Surveying also indicates where it might be worthwhile installing artificial nest boxes to increase colany size

the birds are sociable and tend to nest within close range of each other.

Swifts are commonly observed inéaround the Strettons but there was no formal recording of the
f20FrGA2ya 2F ySald araiaSa 2N GKS ydzyoSNI 2F o0ANRA dzy
inaugurated by the Stretton Area Community Wildlife Group, under the leadership o5aets.

Observations were carried out in 2015 and 2016 which enabled the earlier study to be built on and

extended. In 2021 the same methodology was again used, but observations were on a more ad hoc basis.
Any reports by members of the public were alsltoiwed up.

The location of the nest sites recorded will be passed to Shropshire Council, Church Stretton Town Council,
Church Stretton Civic Society, RSPB swift survey and the county bird recorder for use when proposals for
maintenance or modification dfuildings occupied by swifts are filed with planning authorities and to
establish the presence of swift populations in the county.

Results
General Observations of Swifts in the Strettons
No formal surveying took place in 2020 due to Cd#destrictions.

The first confirmed sighting of swifts within the Strettons was 2 May 2021, 20 days earlier than the previous
year. As the months of May and June progressed more sightings were observed and recorded as nesting
birds. As in the previous three yearsenge of the key locations that had been recorded in the early years of
the survey (2014020) did not produce records in 2021. At other hotspots in the town swifts were

observed in groups as aerial counts. 30 nest sites were confirmed (i.e. birds eatedngistent location

two or more times, or feeding young, or presence of young), see Figure 1.

Swift Nest Sites

50

a0

0 Figurel. Numberof swift nest
sitesyearonyearinthe

0 Strettonssince2015.

: 2015 2016 2017 2018 2015

2020 2021

[}

(=]

Number of Nests

=

10

SACWG Annual Report 2021



&0'_)

Q
P 0@3
ity wina¥e

The lastateof observation of a swift wamid-August 202.

Swift Nest Site Locations
Nest aspecis varied although it is evident that a westerly aspect is the least pref¢sesitable 1).

Tablel: NestAspectfor ConfirmedNestsites(whereknown).

ASPECT ONEST CONFIRMED SITES
N 7
S 18
E 14
W 1

Of theconfirmed nest sites ihurch Stretton town they werfeund in21 buildings at 2addressesNest
sites were confirmed in Little Strettohpwever none were reported in All Stretton.

Summary
There are several conclusions that can be drawn from the confimasts recorded in the 2021 survey
season:

1 Nestobservations were down compared to 2020

1 The original hotspot area in the towaentre continues to see a decline in observations and
elsewhere fewer sightings were reported

71 Certain post War buildings have a high occupancy rate

1 The installation of thre@est boxes on one building in Church Stretton resuéigdinin successful
breedng in2021, and also due to camera technology at this location fighting birds were also
observed

1 Of the 13 other nest boxes installed in 2017/2018 there was one record of occupancy in 2021.

Concluding remarks

The 2021 survey saw a reduction in recordedtrsites and this is of concern as one of the prominent
locations is currently undergoing a programme cfoefing. These sites will be lost to swifts unless action
can be taken. Italso highlights the importance of the surveys as a way of providiegaevof wildlife
occupation and the opportunity to discuss with the homeowners/landlords mitigation measures.

Anecdotally the consensus is that there appeared to be fewer swifts (as aerial observations) than previously
noted. This may be reflectedtine reduction in nest sites counted but it is too early to say if this is a trend.

Of note, swift nest recording requires intensive effort to capture all of the records and the decrease in nest
sites observed may also be due, in part, to the level of iding effort. Itis important to be consistent with

effort year on year but weather variation can disrupt this. Itis proposed that in the future daily weather
records should be made to assist inimproving the science behind these surveys.

The 2021 swifbreeding season in the Strettons saw reasonable weather conditions and it is surmised that
this was beneficial for chick growth. 2021 also saw relatively good weather and it is hoped that within the
next few years an increase in the return of breedimgldwill reflect this. Of course their success in

breeding also depends upon available sites too.

11
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This survey would not have been possible without the effortRichard Bacon, Gay Walker, Sandra
Whitlock, Will Priestley, Janet Longdtamd Andrew Morton.

Julie Cowley
27 November 2021

IMPORTANTConfidentiality

This is an edited version of the report without specific site information. Should you need to know further
information please pass your request to Julie Cowley (ergalhamandjuliecowley@ gmail.coor phone:
01694 722310), who will consider whether this is appropriate.
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Butterfly report

The aim

The aimof the current project is to try and build a better
picture of the diversity and numbers of butterflies in the
Strettons area and highlight vulnerable colonies thatma,
be threatened if their habitat is lost. The data collected .
will serve also as a bassiagainst which we can measur®
future changes in the butterfly population.

Methodology

This year members of SACWG have had ganwnged effort to record butterflies in the Stretton Area. As

before, occasional sightings have been recorded by 9 mendal 29 species identified. This is 29 out of

37 species that can be seenin South Shropshire. One transect has been carried out during 2021. John Bacon
has continued his transect on Hazler Hill. A transect involves walking the same route every twessdnbe

April and September recording butterflies using a proscribed method stated by UKBMS and results have

been entered into their site.

There were no timed counts for Grayling and Green Hairstreak carried out in Cardingmill Valley.

The survey was compoddrom sightings made by John Bacon, John Arnfield, Gill Silk, , Caroline Uff, H
Davies, John Baines, Heather Hathaway, Gill Davies and Caroline Wellings. We are very grateful for their
contributions.

The Big Butterfly Count took place in early Augb# year and these are extracts from the Butterfly
Conservation conclusions:

5NJ %28 wlkyRfSs {SyA2N] {dzNBWSea hFFAOSNI G . dzi G SNF
F @SNIF 3S ydzYoSNI 2F 0dzidSNFtASA | yded syt BndavetaieNJ O 2 dzy
people counted nine butterflies or moths per count, which is down from 11 in 2020, and down again

from 16 in 2019. More counts are undertaken and submitted year on year, but it seems that there are
fewer butterflies and moths arountb be counted.

5N wkyREtS SELXIAyaY aa{2YS 2F G(KS !'YQ& odziiSNFtAS
would see adult butterflies in spring and summer. The majority of these dbudmeled species

experienced their worst year since the staftthe Big Butterfly Count in 2010. Weather changes are

likely to be the cause of this. March 2021 was warmer than average which would have stimulated

butterfly activity. However, May was very wet which will have hampered butterfly feeding and

breeding. Tiese combined weather effects are likely to have reduced the spring generation which has
knockzy STFSOGa FT2NJ 6KS aSO2yR 3ISYySNIiAzy Ay (G(KS a

{2YS 27T (i Kdvedspédrainchding tihe Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock butterflies dropped in
numbers this summer. The iconic Peacock butterfly suffered its lowest numbers since 2012. The Small
Tortoiseshell, once a frequent visitor to gardens in the UK, had its third worst summer in the history of the
Big Butterfly Count and shows a significangioerm decline in Britain

13
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Results

The following compilation of results combines all the observations received, but the numbers are a mere
approximation, as some of the reports recorded only the presence of the species and did not include the
number pre®nt. The figures in brackets are from 2020.

Analysis of recordings
made in 2021
Species Frequency | Maximum | Number | First Last seen
Recorded seen of sites | Seen
Brimstone 13(14) 2(1) 5(6) 24/03/21 07/10/21
Comma 11(9) 2(2) 5(3) 22/03/21 28/09/21
Common Blue 20(12) 5(8) 7(3) 27/05/21 05/09/21
DK Green Fritillary 13(4) 6(1) 7(2) 24/06/21 29/08/21
Essex Skipper 0 0 0
Gatekeeper 20(11) 23(1) 8(5) 15/07/21 02/09/21
Grayling 3(0) 6(0) 2(0) 25/07/21 10/08/21
GreerHairstreak 2(6) 1(2) 1(3) 15/06/21 29/06/21
Green veined White 25(23) 8(12) 8(70 19/04/21 21/09/21
Holly Blue 16(16) 3(2) 4(5) 19/04/21 02/09/21
Large Skipper 7(6) 2(2) 2(3) 10/06/21 08/07/21
Large White 21(23) 11(13( 8(6) 29/05/21 15/09/21
Marbled White 3(2) 2(2) 3(2) 08/07/21 15/07/21
Meadow Brown 28(23) 24(22) 11(8) 10/06/21 19/08/21
Orange Tip 20(22) 4(1) 8(7) 08/04/21 10/06/21
Painted Lady 11(6) 2(2) 5(5) 15/06/21 07/09/21
Peacock 33(30) 11(15) 7(9) 24/03/21 23/09/21
PurpleHairstreak 3(1) 1(2) 2(2) 11/07/21 08/08/21
Red Admiral 27(23) 3(4) 7(8) 30/03/21 21/10/21
Ringlet 16(13) 23(12) 9(5) 01/07/21 13/08/21
Silverwashed Fritillary 5(1) 1(1) 3(2) 13/07/21 | 27/07/21
Small Copper 25(24) 12(6) 8(6) 24/04/21 13/10/21
Small Heath 11(8) 24(51) 6(3) 03/06/21 23/09/21
Small Skipper/Essex 10(7) 25(19) 4(1) 08/07/21 19/08/21
Small Tortoiseshell 35(42) 12(19) 10(9) 27/02/21 11/10/21
Small White 39(33) 15(25) 7(7) 08/04/21 23/09/21
Speckled Wood 23(24) 5(2) 8(6) 25/05/21 26/09/21
Wall Brown 8(8) 6(2) 4(4) 05/08/21 31/08/21
White-letter Hairstreak 1(1) 1(1) @ 25/07/21 03/08/21
Total 29 Species

14

SACWG Annual Report 2021



Conclusions

The recordings for this year show that Common Blue, Dark Gnédlary, Silver Washed Fritillary,

Gatekeeper, Grayling and Green Veined White had been recorded more often and on more sites. Marbled
White had been seenon 3 sites, but Green Hairstreak sightings were rare.

Common Blu® Peter Withergleft) and Dark Green Fritillary by Bob Egdght)

Heather Hathaway
January 202
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Strettons Meadow Group

¢ KS { GNBGG 2 gettivn of theRlarcheiSeadbwSGroup (MMG) supported by SACWG.

1 620SY ¢KS blridAz2ylft ¢NMZAGQE WAyteS aSIRz2gaz 'ttt {(GNB

It's great that there is growing interest by meadow owners located in the east of the MMG's area around
The Strettons and Apedaleit several requesting visits during the past year to discuss and advise on
management options. These were crowned when several owners came together on 20th July for an
excellent tour by Peter Carty, of the National Trust's lovely Jinlye Meadows (above).

Management of the eastern Ragleth Group of meadows has continued with late winter and early spring

grazing by Badger Face sheep to get the grass really short so that from late April through to September the
butterflies, bees and other insects could enjbe tflower nectar harvest.
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