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Introduction 
 

Community Wildlife Groups 
 
Community Wildlife Groups bring people together to survey and conserve threatened local wildlife. They 
enable nature enthusiasts to make a real contribution to wildlife conservation in their local area and develop 
their own skills.  
 
The groups are open to anyone who lives or works in each area, and who wants to actively contribute to 
local wildlife knowledge and conservation. They are for everyone, from experts to complete novices. 
Enthusiasm is far more important than detailed knowledge and initial training on identification and simple 
survey methods is provided. There are currently eight CWGs in the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB), most developed and supported through a project funded by the Shropshire Hills 
AONB LEADER programme. For more information on these CWGs, visit the website www.shropscwgs.org.uk 
 

Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group 
 
The Strettons Area Community Wildlife 
Group (SACWG) was launched in 
February 2012, after consulting local 
groups and organisations. The group 
covers a broad area around the Stretton 
Hills (right). This boundary is not fixed, so 
activities can be extended according to 
the location of members and study 
subjects.  
 
Since 2013 the group has been co-
ordinated by a committee, elected from 
the membership at the Annual Public 
Meeting. Survey activities are adopted by 
members at the Annual Public Meeting, 
on the condition that they meet the 
following criteria.  
 
Each activity requires a leader, who will be responsible for organising surveyors, ensuring that useful data is 
collected, distributing survey forms (if necessary), analysing data for the SACWG annual report and 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ 
that any necessary training is provided.  
 
On the Community Wildlife Groups website, you will find that the SACWG has its own section, where you will 
be able to keep updated with survey activities and the latest discoveries.  
 
We would like to encourage all members to share their wildlife experiences and photographs. If you have 
seen something interesting or taken a nice wildlife photograph, please let the web manager know by 
emailing SACWG_Curator@shropscwgs.org.uk. For those of you into social media, find us on Twitter 

http://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/
http://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/?page_id=206
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@StrettonsWild or look for the Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group page on Facebook. You can use 
this to keep up to date with latest news, meet other members and share wildlife news.  
 
Committee members (bold) and project leaders 2021: Steve Butler (chair), Penny Bienz (publicity and 
Stepping Stones coordination), Heather Hathaway (secretary), John Baines (website), Will Priestley 
(treasurer), John Bacon, Leo Smith, Isabel Carter, Mike Carter, Caroline Uff, Julie Cowley and Sandra 
Whitlock.   
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Survey Activities and Results 
 

Stretton Wetlands report 
 

Cudwell Meadow 

Cudwell meadow is now being managed as a wetland wildflower meadow. Purchase and legal 

ownership of the Meadow in early 2021 coincided with flooding and Covid lock-downs/restrictions 
making it much harder initially to develop a small core of volunteers to help enjoy, survey and 
manage the area.   

 
Once the meadow was fenced, two small areas were fenced off to enable wooded copses to 
develop. Native tree species were selected, including hawthorn, blackthorn, spindle, holly, hazel, 
rowan, dog rose, guelder and bird cherry. Several volunteers planted these out in March, and with 

careful weeding and watering during the year, they have established well.  
 
Other priorities were to clear up the meadow 

following the fencing of the woodland edge in the 
autumn ς filling in ruts and building habitat piles from 
all the brash. A falling willow was pollarded. Dock 

removal was also a priority following a year without 
grazing or management. We were fortunate to 
benefit from a grant from Natural England which 

provided funds for fencing, tools and a sturdy metal 
tool box.  
 
Boxes for Tawny Owl and Kestrel were built and 

placed in the woodland overlooking the meadow. Left over wood yielded several tit boxes too. 
Some tits moved in but there was no confirmation of owls and kestrels using our boxes though they 
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are in the area. Pied flycatcher have been heard adjacent to the meadow so we are hopeful they 
may find the boxes. 

 
Sheep graze the aftermath grass in the autumn and then return for a good feed in the spring. We 
aim for them to be out by the end of April to facilitate the growth of meadow flowers and grasses. 

While the meadow flowers were at their best, we held two surveying days at the end of June and in 
early July.  We were very fortunate with the weather. Several people came along to join in and we 
were blessed by having two county recorders present - Dr Caroline Uff - Coleoptera and Ian 

Cheeseborough - Hymenoptera. Thanks to their skills and knowledge the final count was high. 
 

We found 28 species of beetles including the 
impressive Four-banded Longhorn and the 

Yellow and Black Longhorn. A number of 
species had larvae present indicating they are 
breeding happily in the meadow. Habitat piles 

of willow in the damper areas where the Four-
Banded Longhorn beetle are found ς should 
hopefully encourage their breeding.  

 
31 species of Bees and Wasps were identified, many 
along the field edges by the brook and wood. The list 

included 4 of the rarer Bilberry bumble bee. There 
were 10 species of butterfly and moth 

including some Cinnabar moths and a Dark Green Fritillary. 

 
We also found 3 species of grasshopper, azure damselfly, 3 of shield bugs including nymphs of the less 
common Tortoise Shield bug ς which is slowly moving northwards and a toad. These were excellent and 
very encouraging results - which hopefully can only get better. 

 
Full survey findings are available on the SACWG website.  
 

An early evening flower walk was led by Mike Carter in July 
and proved very enjoyable and will no doubt be repeated. Due 
to covid restrictions these events were just shared these with 

the Friends of Cudwell Meadow - ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
like occasional email updates: 

https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/land/cudwell-meadow/    

https://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlife-group/stretton-wetlands/
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/land/cudwell-meadow/
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Caroline Savage of the Environment Agency visited to carry out a watervole survey. We are delighted to 
report that field signs were confirmed in three areas in the meadow. She has also given permission for us 

to build a year round scrape for the benefit of amphibians and other wildlife.   
 
Monthly volunteer work parties now take place on the 

first Thursday afternoon of each month from 1.30 to 
3.30 with a variety of work which has included tree 
planting, wild flower seed planting, dock removal and 

the building of habitat piles. In April we plan to dig out 
a scrape area (alas no machines allowed due to 
underground pipes) so all volunteers welcomed! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Looking ahead to 2022 
We have received a generous grant via Stepping Stones-Green Recovery Fund. This will be used to 
produce a permanent information board and add to our tool supply, in particular for a couple more 

scythes which are excellent for weed control. A small seating area is planned for work parties and visitors. 
A trail camera will hopefully gain some shots of our elusive water voles and otter.  
 

During 2022 we plan to hold an open event in June followed by a wild flower walk.  
 

 
 
 

Isabel Carter, January 2022 
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Dormice in the Strettons 
 

There are known to be small, fragmented populations of dormice in the Strettons area.  The focus 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƻǊƳƻǳǎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ нлнмΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǎǘ ōƻȄ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
known populations.  Boxes were checked in mid-October in conjunction with nut searches.  In 
addition to signs of dormice, many boxes were found to be home for a variety of other mammals 

including woodmice, shrews and yellow-necked mice. 
 
Ragleth Wood (National Trust).   

After many years of failing to find definitive signs of dormice, a classic dormouse nest (from the 
previous season) was found whilst maintaining boxes in early spring 2021.  As a result, the boxes, 
which were in a poor condition, were supplemented with 14 new boxes (built and erected in June 

by National Trust staff and volunteers).  Several others were repaired by SACWG.  No further nests 
were recorded in 2021. 
 

Bushmoor Coppice (Shropshire Ornithological Society).   
The last confirmed record was in 2016.  No signs of dormice were found, and many boxes need 
replacing.  This is planned for 2022. 
 

Gulley Green (Local Wildlife Site).   
There are many well maintained bird boxes on this privately owned site, which the dormice seem 
happy to use.  Of 30 boxes checked, 6 had dormouse nests, and dormouse-nibbled nuts were 

present suggesting that the population here is still healthy. 
 
Comley Quarry (Shropshire Wildlife Trust).   

Several boxes were removed for repair in spring by SACWG and replaced later in the year (now 10 
boxes present).  No definitive dormouse signs were recorded. 
 

Other sites and nut searches 
Dormouse tubes were checked in the Batch Valley / All Stretton area and a nut search carried out, 
but no signs were reported.  However, signs were reported from private land in All Stretton where 
there is a well-established population, and work is ongoing to extend and enhance the habitat there 

by the owner.  Searches on private land in the Horderley area found characteristically nibbled nuts 
over a slightly more extensive area than previously recorded, suggesting a thriving dormice 
population. Current management work by the owner is enhancing the dormouse habitat. 

 
Plans are in place to replace damaged boxes and put some up in new areas, with funding from the 
Ψ{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ {ǘƻƴŜǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ ŀƴŘ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ hǊƴƛǘƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 

 
All records have been submitted to Peoples Trust for Endangered Species who lead the ΨNational 
Dormouse Monitoring ProgrammeΩ. 

 
Thanks to Steve Butler, Gill Silk, Howard Davies, Ian Cheeseborough, Heather Hathaway, Jane & 
Peter Howsam and National Trust staff and volunteers for all their help. 
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Erecting new dormouse boxes in Ragleth Wood (image ©National Trust) 
 

 

Caroline Uff, January 2022 
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Swifts in the Strettons        
 
Purpose and objectives of the project 
The swift (Apus apus) is amber-listed as a bird of conservation concern (due to falling population numbers) 
and it is thought that the loss of nest sites due to modern building methods and materials has played a key 
role in their decline. By recording known nest locations, it is possible to monitor whether these sites 
continue to be used in subsequent years or whether new sites are selected and, importantly, to liaise with 
residents, builders and planners when works to improve properties is carried out to ensure the preservation 
of nesting opportunities.  
 
Surveying also indicates where it might be worthwhile installing artificial nest boxes to increase colony size ς 
the birds are sociable and tend to nest within close range of each other.  
Swifts are commonly observed in and around the Strettons but there was no formal recording of the 
ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǎǘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ нлмпΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά{ǿƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŜǘǘƻƴǎέ ǿŀǎ 
inaugurated by the Stretton Area Community Wildlife Group, under the leadership of Peta Sams. 
Observations were carried out in 2015 and 2016 which enabled the earlier study to be built on and 
extended.  In 2021 the same methodology was again used, but observations were on a more ad hoc basis. 
Any reports by members of the public were also followed up. 
 
The location of the nest sites recorded will be passed to Shropshire Council, Church Stretton Town Council, 
Church Stretton Civic Society, RSPB swift survey and the county bird recorder for use when proposals for 
maintenance or modification of buildings occupied by swifts are filed with planning authorities and to 
establish the presence of swift populations in the county. 
 

Results 
General Observations of Swifts in the Strettons 
No formal surveying took place in 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions.   
 
The first confirmed sighting of swifts within the Strettons was 2 May 2021, 20 days earlier than the previous 
year.  As the months of May and June progressed more sightings were observed and recorded as nesting 
birds.  As in the previous three years, some of the key locations that had been recorded in the early years of 
the survey (2014-2020) did not produce records in 2021.  At other hotspots in the town swifts were 
observed in groups as aerial counts.  30 nest sites were confirmed (i.e. birds entering a consistent location 
two or more times, or feeding young, or presence of young), see Figure 1.   
 

 

Figure 1. Number of swift  nest 
sites year on year in the 
Strettons since 2015.  
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The last date of observation of a swift was mid-August 2021. 
 
Swift Nest Site Locations 
Nest aspect is varied although it is evident that a westerly aspect is the least preferred (see table 1). 
 
Table 1: Nest Aspect for Confirmed Nest sites (where known). 

ASPECT OF NEST CONFIRMED SITES 

N 7 

S 18 

E 14 

W 1 

 

Of the confirmed nest sites in Church Stretton town they were found in 21 buildings at 21 addresses.  Nest 
sites were confirmed in Little Stretton, however none were reported in All Stretton.  
 
 

Summary 
There are several conclusions that can be drawn from the confirmed nests recorded in the 2021 survey 
season: 
 
¶ Nest observations were down compared to 2020 

¶ The original hotspot area in the town centre continues to see a decline in observations and 
elsewhere fewer sightings were reported 

¶ Certain post War buildings have a high occupancy rate   

¶ The installation of three nest boxes on one building in Church Stretton resulted again in successful 
breeding in 2021, and also due to camera technology at this location fighting birds were also 
observed 

¶ Of the 13 other nest boxes installed in 2017/2018 there was one record of occupancy in 2021. 
 

Concluding remarks 
The 2021 survey saw a reduction in recorded nest sites and this is of concern as one of the prominent 
locations is currently undergoing a programme of re-roofing.  These sites will be lost to swifts unless action 
can be taken.  It also highlights the importance of the surveys as a way of providing evidence of wildlife 
occupation and the opportunity to discuss with the homeowners/landlords mitigation measures.  
 
Anecdotally the consensus is that there appeared to be fewer swifts (as aerial observations) than previously 
noted.  This may be reflected in the reduction in nest sites counted but it is too early to say if this is a trend.  
Of note, swift nest recording requires intensive effort to capture all of the records and the decrease in nest 
sites observed may also be due, in part, to the level of recording effort.  It is important to be consistent with 
effort year on year but weather variation can disrupt this.  It is proposed that in the future daily weather 
records should be made to assist in improving the science behind these surveys. 
 
The 2021 swift breeding season in the Strettons saw reasonable weather conditions and it is surmised that 
this was beneficial for chick growth.  2021 also saw relatively good weather and it is hoped that within the 
next few years an increase in the return of breeding birds will reflect this.  Of course their success in 
breeding also depends upon available sites too. 
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Acknowledgements 
This survey would not have been possible without the efforts of Richard Bacon, Gay Walker, Sandra 
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Julie Cowley 
27 November 2021 
 

 

IMPORTANT: Confidentiality 

This is an edited version of the report without specific site information. Should you need to know further 
information please pass your request to Julie Cowley (email:  grahamandjuliecowley@gmail.com  or phone: 
01694 722310), who will consider whether this is appropriate. 
 

  

mailto:grahamandjuliecowley@gmail.com
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Butterfly report 
 

The aim 

 
The aim of the current project is to try and build a better 
picture of the diversity and numbers of butterflies in the 
Strettons area and highlight vulnerable colonies that may 
be threatened if their habitat is lost. The data collected 
will serve also as a baseline against which we can measure 
future changes in the butterfly population.  

 

Methodology   

This year members of SACWG have had a two-pronged effort to record butterflies in the Stretton Area.  As 
before, occasional sightings have been recorded by 9  members and 29  species identified. This is 29 out of 
37 species that can be seen in South Shropshire. One transect has been carried out during 2021.  John Bacon 
has continued his transect on Hazler Hill. A transect involves walking the same route every week between 
April and September recording butterflies using a proscribed method stated by UKBMS and results have 
been entered into their site.  

There were no timed counts for Grayling and Green Hairstreak carried out in Cardingmill Valley. 

The survey was composed from sightings made by John Bacon, John Arnfield, Gill Silk, , Caroline Uff,  H 
Davies, John Baines, Heather Hathaway, Gill Davies and Caroline Wellings. We are very grateful for their 
contributions.  
 
The Big Butterfly Count took place in early August this year and these are extracts from the Butterfly 
Conservation conclusions: 

5Ǌ ½ƻš wŀƴŘƭŜΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŀǘ .ǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘǎ ǇŜǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŎƻrded so far. On average 
people counted nine butterflies or moths per count, which is down from 11 in 2020, and down again 
from 16 in 2019. More counts are undertaken and submitted year on year, but it seems that there are 
fewer butterflies and moths around to be counted. 

5Ǌ wŀƴŘƭŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΥ ά{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ 
would see adult butterflies in spring and summer. The majority of these double-brooded species 
experienced their worst year since the start of the Big Butterfly Count in 2010. Weather changes are 
likely to be the cause of this. March 2021 was warmer than average which would have stimulated 
butterfly activity. However, May was very wet which will have hampered butterfly feeding and 
breeding. These combined weather effects are likely to have reduced the spring generation which has 
knock-ƻƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦέ 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ-loved species including the Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock butterflies dropped in 
numbers this summer. The iconic Peacock butterfly suffered its lowest numbers since 2012. The Small 
Tortoiseshell, once a frequent visitor to gardens in the UK, had its third worst summer in the history of the 
Big Butterfly Count and shows a significant long-term decline in Britain. 

Grayling ς Patrick Clement 
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Results 
The following compilation of results combines all the observations received, but the numbers are a mere 
approximation, as some of the reports recorded only the presence of the species and did not include the 
number present. The figures in brackets are from 2020. 

 
 

Analysis of recordings 
made in 2021          

            

Species Frequency Maximum Number First Last seen 

  Recorded seen of sites Seen   

Brimstone 13(14) 2(1) 5(6) 24/03/21 07/10/21 

Comma 11(9) 2(2) 5(3) 22/03/21 28/09/21 

Common Blue 20(12) 5(8) 7(3) 27/05/21 05/09/21 

DK Green Fritillary 13(4) 6(1) 7(2) 24/06/21 29/08/21 

Essex Skipper 0 0 0   
Gatekeeper 20(11) 23(1) 8(5) 15/07/21 02/09/21 

Grayling 3(0) 6(0) 2(0) 25/07/21 10/08/21 

Green Hairstreak 2(6) 1(2) 1(3) 15/06/21 29/06/21 

Green veined White 25(23) 8(12) 8(70 19/04/21 21/09/21 

Holly Blue 16(16) 3(2) 4(5) 19/04/21 02/09/21 

Large Skipper 7(6) 2(2) 2(3) 10/06/21 08/07/21 

Large White 21(23) 11(13( 8(6) 29/05/21 15/09/21 

Marbled White 3(2) 2(2) 3(1) 08/07/21 15/07/21 

Meadow Brown 28(23) 24(22) 11(8) 10/06/21 19/08/21 

Orange Tip 20(22) 4(1) 8(7) 08/04/21 10/06/21 

Painted Lady 11(6) 2(2) 5(5) 15/06/21 07/09/21 

Peacock 33(30) 11(15) 7(9) 24/03/21 23/09/21 

Purple Hairstreak 3(1) 1(1) 2(1) 11/07/21      08/08/21 

Red Admiral 27(23) 3(4) 7(8) 30/03/21 21/10/21 

Ringlet 16(13) 23(12) 9(5) 01/07/21 13/08/21 

Silver-washed Fritillary 5(1) 1(1) 3(1) 13/07/21 27/07/21 

Small Copper 25(24) 12(6) 8(6) 24/04/21 13/10/21 

Small Heath 11(8) 24(51) 6(3) 03/06/21 23/09/21 

Small Skipper/Essex 10(7) 25(19) 4(1) 08/07/21 19/08/21 

Small Tortoiseshell 35(42) 12(19) 10(9) 27/02/21 11/10/21 

Small White 39(33) 15(25) 7(7) 08/04/21 23/09/21 

Speckled Wood 23(24) 5(2) 8(6) 25/05/21 26/09/21 

Wall Brown 8(8) 6(2) 4(4) 05/08/21 31/08/21 

White-letter Hairstreak 1(1) 1(1) (1) 25/07/21 03/08/21 

            

Total  29 Species            
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Conclusions 
The recordings for this year show that Common Blue, Dark Green Fritillary, Silver Washed Fritillary, 
Gatekeeper, Grayling and Green Veined White had been recorded more often and on more sites.  Marbled 
White had been seen on 3 sites, but Green Hairstreak sightings were rare. 

 
 

    
 
Common Blue © Peter Withers (left) and Dark Green Fritillary by Bob Eade (right) 
 
 

Heather Hathaway 
January 2022 
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Strettons Meadow Group 
 
¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŜǘǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ !ǇŜŘŀƭŜ section of the Marches Meadow Group (MMG) supported by SACWG. 

 

 
 
!ōƻǾŜΥ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ WƛƴƭȅŜ aŜŀŘƻǿǎΣ !ƭƭ {ǘǊŜǘǘƻƴ 
 
It's great that there is growing interest by meadow owners located in the east of the MMG's area around 
The Strettons and Apedale with several requesting visits during the past year to discuss and advise on 
management options. These were crowned when several owners came together on 20th July for an 
excellent tour by Peter Carty, of the National Trust's lovely Jinlye Meadows (above). 
 
Management of the eastern Ragleth Group of meadows has continued with late winter and early spring 
grazing by Badger Face sheep to get the grass really short so that from late April through to September the 
butterflies, bees and other insects could enjoy the flower nectar harvest.  










































