The Upper Clun Meadow and Botany Group 2025

Since loss of species-rich meadows is still occurring, it was decided that the botany survey group should start an Upper Clun Meadow Group and focus on these and other diverse grasslands in the Upper Clun. The Marches Meadow Group supports this decision and have offered help if we need it. Virtually all of the meadows and rich pastures of the Upper Clun are Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) and so we are not dropping our important work with these precious sites. We still focus on counting the number of axiophytes at each site as these important ecological indicator species are a good measure of the health of the LWS and indeed meadow.

In 2025 we surveyed four Upper Clun Meadows and held a Meadow Celebration at a fifth property. We did actually survey other land at these LWS and so had a good picture of general management and health at these sites. These were: Reilth Top, Brynmawr, Middle Spoad, Pound Gate and Crossways. Nine volunteers helped with the surveys and we had twenty people participating in our Meadow Celebration at Crossways LWS. 

Fiona also advised a household in Clun on meadow creation and found Anacamptis pyramidalis
Pyramidal Orchid there!

Reilth Top
This site, a collection of pastures, ffrydd and meadow was once part of the Botfield Estate. Very little agricultural improvement has taken place over the many years the site has been farmed and there is evidence of this, with very little Perennial Rye-grass and a fair number of axiophytes.

Jacky and James now rent out the fields and partly due to the dry spring, the meadow had cattle grazing at the time of our visit.  We did though find Betonica officinalis Betony, Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed Cruciata laevipes Crosswort and  Conopodium majus Pignut in the meadow. We also found Spergula arvensis Corn Spurrey in one of the pastures which is an arable weed on the UK Red List of plants threatened with extinction. There are fine hedgerows at Reilth Top where Rosa Sherardii Sherard’s Downy-rose was recorded but it was the ffrydd that held most of the interesting plants and axiophytes. Here we recorded Lathyrus linifolius Bitter-vetch, Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet Saxifrage and Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone amongst other species like Potentilla erecta Tormentil which once very common, is now a plant in decline.
Jacky kindly rewarded with cake for our efforts.
Total number of axiophytes on LWS - 10, number of meadow indicator species 4 of which 1 was an axiophyte.

Brynmawr
This LWS too comprises a mix of pastures, some rushy, others drier and meadows. There is also a large pond inside an area fenced off as a beaver enclosure where we carried out a baseline survey. We surveyed the meadows too, but there were some areas of the LWS we didn’t manage to reach.

The most species-rich areas of Brynmawr are the wet pastures and its here that we recorded the most axiophytes including: Equisitum sylvaticum Wood Horsetail, Carex pulicaris Flea Sedge, Jacobaea aquatica Marsh Ragwort, Pedicularis sylvatica Lousewort and Succisa pratenis Devil’s-bit Scabious as well as the rare Spergula arvensis Corn Spurrey.

The meadows were disappointing with frequent Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass, very few meadow indicator species and only two small patches of  axiophytes, Euphrasia agg. Eyebright and Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle. After a discussion with the owner, we were none the wiser as to the reason for the decline, but the dry spring may have contributed to their poor condition.
Total number of axiophytes on LWS -17, number of meadow indicator species - 5 of which 2 were axiophytes.


Middle Spoad
This series of meadows and pastures either side of the River Clun have become richer over the years of their management by Bob and Susie Cunning. Middle Spoad is one the few sites left now for Saxifraga granulata Meadow Saxifrage. We were also excited to find a new species and axiophyte for this LWS, the orchid Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved Helleborine. Other species of interest included Myosotis discolor subsp. dubia Meadow Forget-me-not, Silene flos-cuculi Ragged-Robin, Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid, Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet and Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy – all good lowland meadow indicator species. 

A pond was dug on the site many years ago and here we recorded Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily, a plant which is now uncommon. By the River Clun we recorded Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water-dropwort another axiophyte and Tellima grandiflora Fringecups which is an invasive species and one to look out for and remove. This LWS is holding its axiophyte score well. We were also rewarded with cake here, thank you kindly Susie.
Total number of axiophytes on LWS – 13, meadow indicator species – 10, of which 6 were axiophytes.

Pound Gate
This good meadow was formerly managed by David and Frances Morris who contributed hugely to the work of the Upper Clun Community Wildlife Group over many years.  Sadly, they have left the area but this LWS now has a new manager who is keen to maintain the species-richness of the meadow. Fiona accompanied him around the meadow, pointing out the various indicator species and discussing meadow management.  These included Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit, Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling and Euphrasia agg. Eyebright.
Total number of axiophytes on LWS – 3, meadow indicator species – 7, of which 3 were axiophytes.

Crossways
We held the meadow event at this LWS and 20 people joined us to celebrate. Fiona gave a brief talk about the aims of the Meadow Group, why species-rich grasslands need to be celebrated and the urgency now to conserve them. Owner, John Lyden gave us a tour of his meadow with a synopsis of its management and we identified a very good number of axiophytes and indicator species. The tour was followed by a great deal of tea and cake consumption.
Total number of axiophytes on LWS – 20, meadow indicator species 12 of which 5 were axiophytes.

In 2026 the botany group will continue to survey meadows along with other species-rich grasslands in the Upper Clun and Teme and the plan is to hold a meadow celebration at Sarah Jameson’s LWS at New Invention.
